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CLEVELAND, Sept 02, 2008 /PRNewswire via COMTEX! -- To clear up
consumer confusion about the safety of granite countertops, a growing number
of environmental and health agencies from states across the U.S. have issued
new statements that all conclude that granite countertops typically found in
homes do not pose a health risk to consumers.
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Perplexed by inaccurate science and misleading statements about granite, radon
and radioactivity reported in the media in recent weeks, consumers are
contacting health and environmental agencies in their respective states for
reassurance about the safety of granite countertops in their homes. In response,
several agencies have issued statements that conclude that granite countertops
do not place consumers' health at risk.

Among the state-based health and environmental agencies that have taken a
position on granite countertop safety to date are:

Florida Department of Health (FDAH), which recently posted this statement on its
website: "With the concern over the radioactive risk potential of granite
countertops, it is important to remember that we are always exposed to a certain
level of background radiation. All granite, and most earthen materials, contain
trace amounts of uranium and radium, emit gamma radiation and release radon
gas. While the Florida Department of Health has never performed a study
specifically designed to evaluate any health risks of granite counter tops, staff
from the Florida Department of Health's (DOH) Bureau of Radiation Control and
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Texas Department of State Health Services (TDSHS), which takes a similar MOST POPULAR

position on the issue. On its website, the TDSHS states: "The amount of READ  E-MAILED _ EDITOR'S PICK
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primary sources of natural radiation are: 1) terrestrial radiation from soil and soil
gases; 2) cosmic radiation from the sun and outer space; and 3) and internal
radiation due to naturally-occurring radiation in the body."
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the stone is properly sealed, there is little likelihood that the granite will cause a
radon problem. Even if the countertop is releasing some radiation, that does not
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These state agencies join a long list of scientific experts who have already gone
on record to reassure the public that no corroborated scientific research suggests
that granite countertops pose any significant health this, including:
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-- The American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists (AARST),
whose members are experts in the field of radon testing and research.

-- Dr. John McCarthy president of Environmental Health & Engineering (EHE), a
public health consulting firm in suburban Boston, who has overseen more than
2,500 indoor environmental quality assessments.

-- Health Physics Society (HPS), a scientific and professional organization whose
members specialize in occupational and environmental radiation safety.

-- Dr. L.L. Chyi, professor of geochemistry and environmental geology at the
Department of Geology and Environmental Science, University of Akron.

-- David Ropeick, noted author of the book "Risk," agreed with McCarthy that
recent media reports are needlessly confusing consumers about the safety of
granite countertops.

"Largely because of the misinformation reported by the media in the past few
weeks, consumers have been needlessly concerned about the safety of their
granite countertops, but as top experts on the issues, as well as national and
state health and environmental agencies are stating, their concern is unfounded,"
said Jim Hogan, president of the Marble Institute of America. "The bottom line for
consumers is this: Granite countertops are every bit as safe as they are beautiful,
durable and practical.”

About the Marble Institute of America

For over 60 years the Marble Institute of America (MIA) has been the world's
leading information resource and advocate for the natural dimension stone
industry. MIA members include marble, granite, limestone, sandstone, and other
natural stone producers and quarriers, fabricators, installers, distributors, and
contractors around the world.

SOURCE Marble Institute of America

Copyright (C) 2008 PR Newswire. All rights reserved

COMTEX

Sponsored Links

Stainless Countertops
Custom Countertops For Your Home. Budget Calculator On Website.
stainlessliving.com/countertops

Quality Discount Tile
Tired of Paying Retail? Buy brand-name tile at wholesale prices
www.DiscountTileDirect.com

Silestone Quartz Surfaces
Installed Countertops Nationwide. Great Prices. Free Online Quote.
www.e-counters.com

Top stories

10:48 AM today U.S. stocks strongly ahead on crude's slide
50 minutes ago Google launches new Internet browser
10:40 AM today Lehman rises on new KDB talk

http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/consensus-building-among-state-health/story.aspx... 9/2/2008



Consensus Building Among State Health and Environmental Officials Nationwide: Granit... Page 3 of 3

Site Index | Topics | Archive | Help | Feedback | Media Archive | Premium Products | Mobile | RSS | Podcasts | CompanyInfo | Advertising Media Kit | DJ Client
Solutions

The Wall Street Journal Digital Network:
WSJ.com | Barron's Online | BigCharts | Virtual Stock Exchange | All Things Digital | MarketWatch Community
RealEstateJournal.com | Financial News Online | WSJ.com Small Business

M ketw h Intraday data provided by Interactive Data Real Time Services, a division of Interactive Data Corp. and subject to

arl atc terms of use. Historical and current end-of-day data provided by Interactive Data Pricing and Reference Data. More
Copyright © 2008 MarketWatch, Inc. All rights reserved. information on NASDAQ traded symbols and their current financial status. Intraday data delayed 15 minutes for

By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy . Nasdag, and 20 minutes for other exchanges. Dow Jones Indexes(SM) from Dow Jones & Company, Inc. SEHK
Consensus Building Among State Health and Environmental Officials Nationwide: intraday data is provided by Comstock and is at least 60-minutes delayed. All quotes are in local exchange time. Real-
Granite Countertops Do Not Pose a Health Risk to Consumers - MarketWatch time last sale data provided by NASDAQ.

http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/consensus-building-among-state-health/story.aspx... 9/2/2008



